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Company honorman displays his hard work

STORY & PHOTO BY
CpL. JERICHO W. CRUTCHER
Chevron staff

“When you live for a strong
purpose, then hard work isn’t an
option,” said Steve Pavlina, an
American author. “It’s a neces-
sity.”

Private First Class Christopher
M. Gardner, Mike Company, 3rd
Recruit Training Battalion, grew
up in Richmond, Mo., a small
town of 5,000 citizens, where
the land was for farming and the
football fields were the glue that
kept the community together.

“Everyone knows everyone in
a small town,” said 18-year-old
Gardner. “Football is the talk of
the town, and on game day, ev-
eryone is there ready to see some
contact.”

There wasn’t much to do in
the small farm town, so by the
age of 10, Gardner was compet-
ing in football and wrestling.
During his off time, he practiced
his skills in karate as well as soc-
cer.

“I love to compete and do
some kind of sport that involves
a brotherhood and shared misery
between a group of guys putting
in the hard work,” said Gardner.
“Me and my brother spent a lot of
time in the yard wrestling each
other until we were both out of
energy.”

Gardner and his brother are
about as close as two brothers
could be. They both competed on
the wrestling and football teams
together, but eventually they
went separate ways.

“I love football, and when I
started receiving scholarship of-
ters, I was thankful I could fur-
ther my football career,” said the
6-foot-1-inch tall linebacker. “My
brother, on the other hand, is re-
ally good at wrestling. He’s 16
years old and ranked in the top
ten in the nation. I know he’ll
pursue his wrestling career in
college.”

Gardner explains his father
was a big inspiration on his
brother and him and always en-
couraged them to stay active in
sports and school.

“After my father passed away
when I was 13, I stayed motivated
and kept competing because I
know he would’ve wanted that
for me,” said Gardner.

Competition wasn’t the only
thing on the young man’s mind.
He had something else he felt he
needed to complete.

In the family’s garage sat an
‘88 Fox Body Mustang, which
they were going to bring back to
life.

“He bought it for a father-son
project,” said Gardner. “I decid-
ed I was going to finish it in his
memory, and it was easy at first.”

The car was stolen from the
garage and when they found it,
there wasn’t much left other than
the body and the motor.
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Private First Class Christopher M. Gardner, Mike Company, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, executes
pull-ups during a physical fitness session at Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego, Aug. 24. Fol-
lowing today’s graduation ceremony, Gardner will attend the School of Infantry at Camp Pendleton,
Calif., where he will go through Marine Combat Training. Upon completion of MCT, he will pursue his
military occupational specialty as a field radio operator.

“Once I got the car back, I
started working different jobs
to earn the money to fix it,” said
Gardner. “T was driving the car
down the road by age 16 and still
drive it today.”

Gardner’s father not only mo-
tivated him to be an athlete and
car enthusiast, but also he gave
him the inspiration he needed to
join the military.

“My father was an Army Air-
borne Ranger, and that always
kept my interest sparked with the
military,” said the new Marine.

Gardner will be a reservist in
the Marine Corps, which gives
him the opportunity to go to col-
lege and pursue his football ca-
reer.

“I received offers from a few
places, but I decided to go with
Wartburg College in Waverly,
Iowa,” said Gardner. “After I
graduate, I plan to attend Officer
Candidate School to become an
officer in the Marine Corps.”

Before he can hit the grid-
iron though, he will be attending
the School of Infantry in Camp

Pendleton, Calif., where he will
go through Marine Combat
Training. Upon completion of
MCT, he will pursue his military
occupational specialty as a field
radio operator. Following his
Marine Corps training, he will
begin his dream of playing foot-
ball, too.

“I'm honored to be graduating
with my platoon and as the com-
pany honorman,” said Gardner.
“My drill instructors trained me
well, and I'look forward to my fu-
ture experiences with the Corps.”

BRIEFS

Gate 4 closure

Gate 4 is closed to all vehicu-
lar and pedestrian traffic until
construction is completed in
December.

During Gate 4 renovation,
operating hours of Gates 2 and 5
will be as follows:

Gate 2:

Open 5a.m. to 10 p.m.
seven days a week
Gate 5:

Open 24 hours

New Marine Family
Meet & Greet

The depot hosts a New Ma-
rine Family Meet and Greet each
Wednesday prior to graduation
from 5 to 8 p.m., at the Bay View
Restaurant.

This is a chance for families to
meet other new Marine families
and depot drill instructors. The
event price of $21.95 per person
entitles the purchaser to a steak
or chicken dinner. Dinner service
starts at 6 p.m.

For information and reserva-
tions go to www.mcrdmeetand-
greet.eventbrite.com or call (619)
725-6388.

Career & Education Fair

The depot will sponsor a
Career and Education Fair
Sept. 15 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at the Jerry Coleman Center
(formerly the Semper Fit Field
House & Courtyard).

Participants will meet
face-to-face with the repre-
sentatives of more than 100
veteran friendly employers and
educators who are prepared to
discuss your future.

Dress to impress and bring
copies of your resume.

For information call (619)
524-1283 or 5728.

Boot Camp Challenge

The depot’s annual 3-mile
obstacle run, the Boot Camp
Challenge, pits Marines and
civilians against an obstacle
course featuring obstacles
faced by recruits during train-
ing.

The event is scheduled for
Sept. 26. at 9 a.m. Runners will
be encouraged by depot drill
instructors along the way.

Cost to register and partici-
pate in the event is:

o $39 for individual runners

o $117 for a 3 person team

o $195 for a 5 person team

o $45 per person at the gate on
Boot Camp Challenge day.

For registration and infor-
mation go to www.BootCamp-
Challenge.com

Send briefs to:

rdsd_pao@usmc.mil. The
Chevron staff reserves the right
to publish only those briefs that
comply with Department of
Defense regulations and the stan-
dards of the U.S. Government.
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Recon Marines hang with HMLA-369

STORY & PHOTOS BY
Prc. DEVAN GOWANS
I Marine Expeditionary Force

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif.

- As clouds of dust from the
rotor wash of a UH-1Y Huey
helicopter cleared and Marines
dismounted the fast-rope, Gun-
nery Sgt. Brett Lane, a platoon

Marines from Company A, 1st Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st Marine Division, | Marine Expeditionary Force, are suspended from a
UH-1Y Huey helicopter during an exercise on Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., Aug. 18, 2015. Utilizing both fast-roping and
Special Patrol Insertion and Extraction rigging methods, the purpose of the training exercise was to integrate operational coordination

sergeant with Company A,
1st Reconnaissance Battalion,
1st Marine Division, I Marine
Expeditionary Force, charges
through the wash to clear the
cable from the landing zone.
Approximately 40 Marines
with Company A conducted a
fast-rope and Special Patrol In-
sertion and Extraction rigging

exercise aboard Marine Corps
Base Camp Pendleton, Calif.,
Aug. 18.

The purpose of the exercise
was to familiarize reconnais-
sance Marines with insertion
methods and allow them to
become more comfortable
working with the Air Combat
Element of the Marine Air-

between the | MEF Ground Combat Element and Air Combat Element.

America’s Prepareathon:

Be smart, take part, prepare

National Preparedness
Month is a nationwide ef-
fort held each September, to
encourage Americans to take
simple steps to prepare for
emergencies in their homes,
businesses and schools.

CHEVRON
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COMMANDING GENERAL
Bric. GEN. JAMES W. BIERMAN

SERGEANT MAJOR
Sct. MAJ. JAMES K. PORTERFIELD

National Preparedness
Month 2015 is sponsored
by the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security. The goal
of the campaign is to increase
public awareness about the
importance of preparing on
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS DEPUTY
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS CHIEF
GUNNERY SGT. JENNIFER M. ANTOINE

an individual and community
level.

Depot officials will be shar-
ing preparedness information
throughout the installation
using brochures, preparedness
plans, informative documents,

PRESS CHIEF
Sct. BENJAMIN E. WOODLE

Ground Task Force.

Medium Light Attack He-
licopter Squadron 369 piloted
two UH-1Y Huey helicopters
to assist in the fast-roping and
SPIE rigging operations.

Sticks of Marines entered
the Huey helicopters and
waited in the hovering aircraft
before practicing insertion by

and social media. Be sure to
check the Family Readiness
Office eMarine sites, Facebook
and the MCRDSD Website.
Individuals are also encour-
aged to check out the Emer-
gency Preparedness Link on

the fast-rope method.

Following this portion of the
training, the Marines hooked
onto a SPIE cable by pairs and
suspended from the helicopter
as it flew a route around the
training area. The SPIE rigging
is set up to free the Marines’
arms, allowing them to hold
onto extra gear while inserting
into difficult terrain. Once the
Marines touched down, they
cleared the landing zone to al-
low the helicopter to land.

According to Lance Cpl.
Mark Toub, a team member
with the company, the recon-
naissance Marines’ operations
may require the need for quick
insertion and extraction into
inaccessible terrain. SPIE rig-
ging and fast-roping techniques
create a solution for the rapid
deployment of troops into areas
where aircraft and other ve-
hicles cannot navigate.

Because the Ground Com-
bat Element and Air Combat
Element rely on the support of
each other in many operations,
insertion and extraction train-
ing allows for pilots and crew
chiefs to understand what it’s
like flying with members of the
ground units.

Sergeant Dakota Moist, a
UH-1Y Huey crew chief with
HMLA 369, served as a crew
chief for one of the aircraft
during the operation. His tasks
were to conduct the string of
events occurring inside the air-
craft, eliminating any problems
that arise inside the cabin and
ensuring that all Marines ex-
ited the helicopter safely once
given the command.

“There’s a lot for the air
wing to gain from working
with ground troops,” Moist
said. “It’s a lot more realis-
tic and it allows some of the
junior crew chiefs who haven’t
deployed to see what it’s like to
work with these ground units.”

Training exercises involving
insertion and extraction tactics
help foster a well-coordinated
training environment and
sharpen, as well as increase,
the operational readiness of
the Ground Combat Element
and Air Combat Element of I
Marine Expeditionary Force.

the Depot Website at http://
www.mcrdsd.marines.mil/
DepotInformation/Emergen-
cyPreparedness.aspx.

For more information con-
tact AC/S G-3 Mission Assur-
ance at 619-524-8432.

CHEVRON/PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE
1600 HENDERSON AVE. #120
SAN DIEGO, CA. 92140
(619) 524-8722
WWW.MCRDSD.MARINES.MIL
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Platoon 3269
COMPANY HONOR MAN
Pfc. C. M. Gardner
Richmond, Mo.
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. J. L. Pickron

'HONOR

PLATOON

Platoon 3273
SERIES HONOR MAN
Pfc. J. D. Lopez-Webb
Sebastopol, Calif.
Recruited by
Sgt. S. G. Potenti

L)

Platoon 3270

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. M. J. Wurster
Sussex, Wis.
Recruited by

Staff Sgt. J. A. Gagnon

Commanding Officer
Sergeant Major
Battalion Drill Master

Platoon 3271
PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. S. Wu
San Francisco
Recruited by
Sgt. N. A. Hamilton

MIKE COMPANY

Platoon 3274
PLATOON HONOR MAN  PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. Z. L. Baesler
Burlingame, Calif.
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. R. McTague  Sgt. Q. A. Page

Platoon 3275

Pfc. C. L. Williams
Big Bear City, Calif.
Recruited by

3rd RECRUIT TRAINING BATTALION

Lt. Col. J. C. Voneida
Sgt. Maj. J. D. Ferriss
Staff Sgt. D. J. Dail

Platoon 3273
HIGH SHOOTER (339)
Pvt. F. I. Cisneros
Los Angeles
Marksman Instructor
Cpl. L. W. Martin

Platoon 3271
HIGH PFT (300)
Pfc. A. J. Vasquez
Greeley, Colo.
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. M. J. Morris

S IS CERTS, RECHTIT ) Paig

COMPANY M

Commanding Officer
Capt. J. J. Seignemartin
Company First Sergean
1st Sgt. O. X. Gomez

SERIES 3269

t SERIES 3273

Series Commander
Capt. J. T. Snelling

Chief Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. J. A. Mabe

PLATOON 3269
Senior Dirill Instructor
Staff Sgt. A. Mendiola
Drill Instructors

Staff Sgt. R. Brown
Staff Sgt. K. Edwards
Staff Sgt. P. Gibson
Staff Sgt. J. May

Series Commander
Capt. A. A. Cadorette

PLATOON 3273

Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. M. Simonsen

PLATOON 3270
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. A. Givings
Dirill Instructors

Sgt. G. Burn

Sgt. A. Hoopes

PLATOON 3274
Senior Dirill Instructor
Sgt. L. Velasquez

PLATOON 3271
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. J. Kettler
Instructors

Sgt. B. McLaughlin
Sgt. A. Milord

Sgt. L. Wilson

PLATOON 3275
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. R. Garnica

Chief Drill Instructor Dirill Instructors Dirill Instructors Drill Instructors
Staff Sgt. A. M. Skelton Staff Sgt. C. Myatt Sgt. N. Ahumada Sgt. B. Collado

Staff Sgt. J. Steinburg Sgt. R. Morales Sgt. L. Ibarra

Staff Sgt. R. Villalobos Sgt. C. Rios

Sgt. D. Rivera
* Indicates Meritorious Promotion
PLATOON 3269 Pvt. Q. L. Sprecco Pfc. T. D. Scott Pvt. C. S. Perreault Pfc. K. A. Hairston Pfc. J. Castellanos Pvt. R. A. Cordova
Pfc. F. O. Acevedo Pfc. S. A. Stanton Pfc. M. N Seferino Pvt. B. L. Phelps *Pfc. P. W. Hancock Pfc. A. S. Cavasos *Pfc. M. A. Couch lll
Pvt. A. Altamirano-Cabrera Pvt. S. Thao Pfc. T. J. Shields Pvt. C. P. Poindexter Il Pvt. M. A. Herrera Pfc. L. Cervantes Pvt. J. D. Crook
Pvt. I. T. Anderson Pvt. G. O. Tucubal Pvt. E. Sjakovs Pvt. G. Ramos Pfc. C. J. Holloway Pfc. A. X. Charles Pvt. J. R. Cruze-Strada
Pvt. C. S. Aquino-Williams Pvt. R. I. Smith Pvt. T. J. Ramsey Pvt. Z. J. Huffman Pfc. C. E. Childers Pvt. I. P. Dent
*Pfc. C. A. Barton-Hancock PLATOON 3270 *Pfc. A. J. Sprangers Pvt. A. F. Rodriguez Pvt. M. E. Inman Pfc. A. Chinarian Pvt. T. J. Doerflein
Pvt. V. M. Benitez Pfc. K. P. Conner Pfc. J. A. Thayer Pfc. J. J. Rodriguez Pvt. O. M. Jimenez Pfc. K. D. Cloud Pvt. R. S. East
Pvt. R. A. Best Pvt. A. L. Cox Pvt. J. Y. Tretovalles Pvt. M. C. Rodriguez Pfc. N. M. Johnson Pvt. F. A. Contreas Pfc. A. R. Elder
Pvt. R. E. Bica Pfc. C. B. Croswait Pfc. R. Trevino Pfc. T. A. Rose Pvt. J. Jones Pfc. D. Coto Pfc. K. G. Fackrell
Pfc. J. A. Boen Pvt. J. T. Cuevas Pvt. C. K Vang Pvt. J. T. Rothering-Johnson Pvt. G. R. Kokal Pvt. J. L. Diaz Pvt. J. J. Freidel
Pvt. W. E. Burke Pfc. J. L. Dews Pvt. A. Vasques-Villicana *Pfc. D. L. Shumpert Pfc. K. A. Kotasenski Pvt. R. E. Espinoza Pfc. L. E. Garcia
Pvt. C. N. Callaway Pvt. H. B. Diego Pfc. F. Vega Jr. Pvt. W. P. Smith Pvt. S. C. LeClair Pvt. J. A. Estefo Pvt. A. S. Gilham
Pvt. P. A. Camacho Pfc. M. P. Dineen Pfc. J. J. Wallace Il Pfc. L. K. Spilde Pfc. C. R. Lopez Pfc. J. S. Etter Pvt. J. W. Groves
*Pfc. M. M. Camarillo Pvt. J. Q. Dominquez Pvt. C. R. Werkmeister Pfc. P. D. Swanson Jr. Pvt. L. A. Lopez Pfc. L. T. Florzack Pvt. R. F. Hardin Il
Pvt. A. Catano-Martinez Pvt. C. R. Dukes Pfc. C. R.Woods Pvt. A. L. Teal Pfc. J. D. Lopez-Webb Pfc. J. B. Fuller Pvt. G. R. Hernandez
Pvt. M. T. Clayton Pfc. J. J. Estrada Pfc. M. J. Wurster Pvt. L. A. Telles Pfc. S. A. Maki Pvt. B. S. Gamino *Pfc. S. B. Horsley
Pvt. I. P. Conaway Pvt. J. T. French Pfc. A. G. Zignego Pvt. Z. D. Tinlin *Pfc. C. V. Martinez Pfc. R. R. Garcia Pvt. G. E. Hunt
Pvt. M. Contreras-Marquez Pvt. B. E. Friedman *Pfc. A. J. Vasquez Pvt. S. C. McBride Pfc. C. Gonzales Pvt. C. A. Jacobs
Pfc. J. W. Cox Pfc. C. A. Fry PLATOON 3271 Pvt. M. D. Viglia Pvt. J. D. McFall Pfc. H. M. Hagy Pvt. K. W. Kopp
Pvt. M. R. Danner Pvt. T. G. Galgano Pfc. J. C. Chu Pvt. D. W. Voravong Pvt. B. W. McKinnon Il Pfc. D. J. Harris Pvt. Q. T. Lord
Pvt. C. A. Degnan Pvt. S. Gallardo Pvt. C. A. Cillessen Pvt. L. R. Warren Pvt. T. M. Mink Pfc. J. L. Hendren Pfc. S. A. Macias
Pfc. R. P. Dolis Pvt. A. E. Garza Pfc. C. K. Clark Pfc. A. R. Wickham Pfc. J. T. Moore Pfc. A. A. Hollenback Pvt. J. Magana
Pfc. S. C. Dominguez Pfc. R. Garza Pvt. J. D. Cole *Pfc. M. D. Williams Pvt. B. E. Moore Pfc. D .R. Hurtt Pvt. A. A. Magana
Pvt. D. L. Doyle Pvt. P. S Geiger Pvt. C. J. Dalton Pvt. G. E. Williams Jr. Pvt. D. R. Morales Pvt. A. D. Ivy Pfc. D. H. Mancilla
Pvt. B. D. Drake *Pfc. C. Gomez-Luna Pfc. M. A. Davis Pvt. S. T. Willich Pfc. M. J. Munoz Pvt. J. A. Johninson Pvt. J. E. Mankis
Pvt. J. O. Duarte Pvt. A. Gonzalez Pfc. V. E. De La Cruz Pvt. J. C. Woody Pvt. A. Nieto Pfc. C. W. Kleffman Pvt. M. J. Mashak
*Pfc. D. J. Evans Pfc. A. Gonzalez Pvt. E. Delgado Pvt. A. D. Wroten Pvt. J. A. Nino Pvt. N. A. Klochko Pvt. S. L. McFadden
Pfc. J. Flores Pvt. E. L. Gonzalez Pvt. A. J. Dodd Pfc. S. Wu Pfc. J. M. Nino Jr. Pvt. J. Le Pvt. R. A. Mezapineda
Pvt. C. D. Ford Pfc. E. J. Grenemyer Pvt. M. D. Dooley Pvt. J. D. Yoakum Pfc. J. Aortega Pvt. C. A. Lopez Pfc. M. D. Mosley
Pvt. J. C. Garcia Pfc. J. R. Hamilton Pfc. P. T. Duran Il Pfc. J. L. York Pvt. R. W. Palmer Il Pfc. R. J. Ludeke Pvt. K. A. Okes
Pfc. R. M. Garcia Pfc. A. J. Harding *Pfc. T. K. Ebner Pvt. M. E. Zaldivar Pvt. A. E. Peek Il Pfc. R. Mazariegos-Zuniga Pfc. A. C. Patrick
*Pfc. C. M. Gardner Pvt. M. D. Harrison Pvt. D. N. Espinoza Pvt. E. J. Perez-Macias Pvt. J. W. McDonald Pfc. R. A. Penno
Pvt. A. H. Glass Pvt. H. J. Hermann Pfc. Y. Fan PLATOON 3273 Pvt. J. S. Piros Pvt. C. W. Means Pvt. J. B. Perez
Pfc. J. C. Goodson Pvt. E. E. Hernandez Pvt. D. J. Fisher Jr. Pfc. N. S. Adams Pfc. T. A. Reider Pvt. M. D. Merino Pfc. A. L. Peters
*Pfc. M. R. Grunder Pfc. T. J. Herndon Pvt. J. M. Flores Pfc. D. A. Alaffita Jr. *Pfc. J. E. Reyes Pvt. L. X. Methany Pvt. R. A. Peters
Pvt. J. J. Harnett Pfc. M. Jordan Pvt. M. A. Flores Pvt. C. B. Allen Pfc. J. M. Reynolds Pvt. V. M. Montemayor Pfc. B. G. Peters IlI
Pvt. R. A. Harris Pfc. S. M. Krueger Pvt. D. M. Franco Pvt. L. A. Ambuk-Kaprieto *Pfc. E. K. Riley Pvt. R. Munoz Pfc. C. S. Redhouse
Pvt. I. M. Hayden Pvt. C. R. Lane Pvt. J. T. Freer Pvt. C. Anaya Pvt. T. J. Roath Pvt. B. C. Nejadeh Pvt. A. L. Reil
Pvt. W. M. Hedges Pvt. B. T. Lookadoo Pvt. S. J. Gaede Pvt. J. A. Andradeavila Pfc. P. F. Rugeley-Valle Pvt. C. Pena Pvt. N. J. Riner
Pfc. C. J. Hickel Pvt. N. P. Loveless Pvt. D. A. Garcia Pfc. M. C. Arroyo Pfc. J. H. Sauer Pvt. D. E. Perez Pvt. C. T. Robertson
Pvt. T. R. Hoeflicker Pvt. J. N. MacDonell *Pfc. L. G. Garvin Pfc. A. S. Atchinson Pfc. S. P. Sawyer Pvt. L. V. Pham Pvt. A. J. Roland
Pvt. R. N. Holguin Pfc. S. M. Maesquijano Pvt. J. A. Gonzales Pfc. W. A. Baker Pvt. J. T. Schaffer Pvt. P. Ponce Pvt. J. S. Rueda
Pvt. D. J. Hospelhorn Pfc. L. W. Maina Pvt. M. Gonzalez Pfc. B. K. Barber Pvt. C. S. Schmidt Pvt. D. R. Rademaker Pvt. J. M. Scheving
Pvt. S. C. Hurshman Pvt. A. D. Maldonado Pfc. B. N. Gordon Pfc. J. Bermudez-Castillo Pfc. J. D. Webb Pfc. C. R. Rennie Pfc. M. P. Seinen
Pfc. A. L. Kennedy Pfc. B. M. Martinez Pvt. J. J. Griego Pfc. I. M. Best Pvt. J. L. Wilkinson Pfc. J. Reyes *Pfc. D. L. Sharps
Pvt. J. D. Kiefer Pvt. C. Martinez Pfc. A. R. Gutierrez Jr. Pvt. A. L. Boehm Pvt. E. R. Wilson *Pfc. D. R. Ricketts Pfc. J. J. Shelley
Pvt. J. C. Kin Pvt. R. L. Martinez Pvt. G. T. Hale *Pfc. D. R. Bott Pvt. T. D. Winn Pvt. W. Rodriguez Pvt. B. L. Shifflett
*Pfc. D. A. Koch Pvt. M. S. McDowell Pvt. J. C. Hampton Pvt. T. C Bowman Pfc. C. L. Young Pvt. M. A. Saldivar-Gonzales Pvt. A. K. Simon
Pfc. N. S. Larson Pvt. B. C. McNatt Pfc. R. C. Harris Pvt. C. S. Brown Pvt. E. Salinas Pvt. D. R. Smiley
Pvt. J. A. Lively Pfc. J. P. McWhinnie Pfc. A. S. Hefner Pfc. C. P. Bruett PLATOON 3274 Pvt. A. I. Salmeron Pvt. K. Smith
Pvt. G. A. Llamas-Moreno Pfc. J. W. Medlyn *Pfc. F. G. Hinojosa Pvt. C. M. Burns Pvt. E. D. Adame Pvt. J. J. Silva Pvt. C. E. Smithson
Pfc. D. H. Longstreth Pvt. C. J. Mena Pfc. N. T. Howard Pfc. D. P. Burton Pvt. V. E. Aguilar Pvt. K. J. Sjobakken Pfc. A. R. Sorge
Pfc. J. A. Lopez *Pfc. S. J. Mielke Pfc. A. F. Howard Pvt. J. Campos Jr. Pvt. M. R. Alatorre Pfc. A. W. Smith Pvt. J. A. Sowden
Pfc. O. Maliuta Pfc. G. A. Montano Pvt. B. J. Huston Pfc. C. E. Chesnut Pfc. J. A. Alba Pvt. V. B. Tractenburg Pvt. A. C. Sprague
Pvt. G. D. Mariscal Pfc. F. T. Nguyen Pvt. L. M. James Jr. Pvt. K. S Christofferson Pvt. M. W. Anderson Pvt. R. M. Worthman Pfc. D. N. Stackpole
Pvt. J. A. Marsh Pvt. N. J. Nieruchalski Pvt. T. J. Jones *Pfc. F. I. Cisneros Pfc. A. J. Anderson Pvt. M. J. Wilson Pfc. B. C. Stanford
Pvt. C. W. Martin Pvt. R. V. Odell Pvt. C. Kearney Pfc. F. A Clemente-Portugal Pvt. M. A. Ardon Pfc. X. B. Wright Pvt. G. R. Stone
Pfc. A. R. Mason Pvt. A. G. Olivarez Pvt. K. M. Kelly Pfc. F. Rcolunga Pfc. Z. L. Baesler Pvt. S. Zhou Pvt. T. J. Sutton
Pvt. J. D. Mays Pvt. A. Palacios Pfc. J. M. Kriegl llI Pfc. M. J. Crigler Pfc. R. L. Baron Pvt. T. N. Thiel
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A recruit of Alpha Company, 1st Recruit Training Battalion, descends the rappel tower at Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego, Calif., Aug. 21. The tower instills confi-
dence in the recruits by having them face their fears and successfully conquer the 60-foot structure. Alpha Company will graduate recruit training Sept. 4.

Alpha Company recruits check off Rappel Tower

STORY & PHOTOS BY
CpL. TYLER VIGLIONE
Chevron staff

Recruits looked up at the
tower. Some had never been
through anything quite like this,
but they all had one thing in
common, they had to complete
it.

Soon to be Marines of Alpha
Company, 1st Recruit Training
Battalion, built confidence in
themselves by conquering the
rappel tower aboard the depot,
Aug. 21.

“The purpose of the rappel
tower is to build self confidence
in the recruits,” said Staff Sgt.
Travis A. Titopace, drill in-
structor, Instructional Training
Company, Support Battalion.
“It’s something that they have
built up to since the beginning of
recruit training.”

Alpha Company recruits be-
gan the event by receiving a class
from one of the ITC instructors
about the proper techniques to
descend the rope. They were
taught how to use their “strong
hand” and “brake hand” to con-
trol themselves.

Sitting there staring at the
tower, a recruit was already
battling with the upcoming chal-
lenge.

“I have always liked the
adrenaline rush,” said Recruit
Vince K. Crisostomo, Alpha
Company. “It was a little nerve
wracking looking up at the
tower, but I was excited to do it.”

First was the fast rope, a
method used to quickly in-
sert troops into an area by air.
Recruitsslid down a 15-foot
rope while grabbing it tightly
and wrapping their feet around
it. Due to the short distance of
the rope, once a recruit hit the
ground, he needed to quickly get
out of the way as the next recruit
came down above them.

The last and most challenging
part of the event was the 60-foot
rappel descent.

“The wall is always the
toughest thing for recruits,” said
Titopace. “They see how high it
is and about one-third of them
openly admit to being scared of
heights, so it’s where the nerves

start to get the best of them”
During this event, recruits
were taught how to tie a rappel
seat with a rope and shown the
safety precautions. The ITC
instructor leaned off the edge
of the platform without holding
the rope, showing that recruits
won'’t fall from the top and hit
the ground. To further reinforce
this point, drill instructors rap-
pelled from the top and purpose-
fully let go of the rope, entering
a free-fall, but quickly came to a
stop once the drill instructor at

the bottom pulled the rope tight.

Recruits lined up, and one by
one, ascended to the top of the
tower.

With each step up the tower,
recruits were gaining confidence,
a valuable asset required in their
career in the Corps confidence.

Once at the top, recruits were
put in one of two lines, either
the side-wall rappel or the center
hole, which simulates the “hell
hole” of a helicopter. After fac-
ing their fears and rappelling
from the tower, recruits began

Alpha Company recruits do a fast rope descent during
their rappel tower event Aug. 21. Recruits began the
event by learning the techniques of fast roping.

to realize what this training ac-
complished for them.

“It all goes back to the begin-
ning of training,” said Crisos-
tomo, a native of Westminster,
Calif. “Throughout the course
of training, we did things like
the Confidence Course or the
O-Course, which built up that
confidence that made us know
we could push past this, too.”

Alpha Company recruits
left the rappel tower with a new
outlook and attitude in regard
to what they could accomplish.

They will need it as they head
to the Crucible in the next few
days where they will face even
tougher challenges before earn-
ing the title Marine.

“Most of these recruits will
never see this again in their
careers,” said Titopace. “It is
more about them knowing that
they can do something even
though they are terrified. They
feel a sense of accomplishment
when they land on the ground
and walk away, they are more
confident.”

Recruits learn how to tie a harness during the rappel tower event at Marine
Corps Recruit Depot San Diego, Calif., Aug. 21. An instructor explained the
process and allowed the recruits to follow along and tie their harnesses. Fol-
lowing the class, recruits went through multiple inspections to ensure they
were ready for their descent from the tower.

An Alpha Company recruit fast ropes from the depot’s rappel tower Aug. 21.
One of the techniques recruits learn is to apply a “brake hand” to the rope
to adjust speed while descending. The recruits use gloves to protect their
hands as well as to serve as an extra grip on the rope. A helmet and harness
were worn for safety.




